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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HOME COMMITTEE OF 
THE PARENTS' ASSOCIATION OF THE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHI- 
CAGO. 1 

MRS. CHARLES F. HARDING, 

CHAIRMAN. 

The Home Committee of the Parents' Association of the 
School of Education grew out of the Social Committee formed 
some years ago in the Laboratory School. That Social Com- 
mittee met and discussed the social and physical needs of the boys 
and girls, and at the same time strove to bring all of the mothers 
to an understanding of what the school stood for socially. Among 
other things, we agreed that a democratic spirit should prevail; 
that no sex line should be recognized; that the girls should be 
simply dressed; that there should be no idle roaming about the 
streets or idle visiting; that the social gatherings should be most 
simple. For the younger children we encouraged sleigh rides, 
picnics, and afternoon parties. For the older ones, we stood for 
early hours and plain dressing. And always we discouraged too 
frequent festivities of any sort. The teachers as well as the 
parents came to realize that social events were important. But 
something else was needed to make the social life more whole- 
some, natural, and developing. This should come through 
intercourse centered about common interests. So camera clubs, 
debating clubs, and sketching clubs were some of the clubs 
formed. We arranged with a young university man who had the 

1 A part of this report is taken from the author's " Social Needs of Children," 
published in the Elementary School Teacher for December, 1903. 
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true spirit of play to encourage plenty of activity of the right 
sort among the boys during noon time and for a time after school. 
We arranged with the young woman director of the gymnasium 
to initiate the girls into games out of school. The teachers met 
with us. Without their counsel and co-operation we could have 
accomplished but little. Each member of the committee acted as 
chairman of another committee and called that committee together 
to spread the principles for which the main committee stood. 
These committees met informally at the homes of the members. 
In this way the parents became acquainted with each other. They 
came to know the needs of their friends, and, I think, were of 
mutual assistance. In this way the school was brought into the 
closest touch with all the families represented in it, and furnished 
a unique instance of the whole neighborhood being a part of it, 
so that this community was associated with the methods, aims, 
and ambitions of the school in a way that made it an uplifting 
force, not only to its pupils, but to a large constituency. The 
subjects discussed in this committee were "Proper Recreation 
for Children," "Need of Public Playgrounds," "Value of 
Neighborhood Director of Games," " Out-of-Door Life in Cities," 
" Athletics," " How Shall the Time of the Child Out of School 
be Occupied?" "Physical Care of Children," "Periods of 
Growth," " Social Needs during Adolescence." 

The committee was strenuous in its efforts to infuse into the 
little community which grew about this school simplicity in 
thought and in action, and I think we were all rewarded by seeing 
our boys and girls reach the ages of sixteen and seventeen natural 
and wholesome. But we did not have our own children only in 
mind. We hoped that the learning of a university — that rare 
pedagogical insight, combined with the earnest watchfulness and 
experience of the teachers and parents — might throw light upon 
what the social life of children of all communities, and especially 
of less favored communities, should be. 

But the Laboratory School was small. Such a committee 
might or might not succeed in a larger school. The opportunity 
to test this came last fall when the four smaller schools were 
merged into a larger school — the School of Education. A 
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parents' association was formed, and the Home Committee was 
one of the committees provided for in the constitution. 

By some inadvertence the constitution provided that the Home 
Committee should be composed of twenty-two members. It 
should have provided for a membership of twenty-eight ; so that 
a chairman and a secretary might be chosen for the General Com- 
mittee, and the other twenty-six be disposed of in accordance with 
the general scheme. There are thirteen divisions in the School, 
and the general plan was that every parent of the thirteen divi- 
sions should in one way or another partake of the work of this 
committee. To do this, after reducing the twenty-eight members 
by its chairman and its secretary, there would be twenty-six left — 
a sufficient number to furnish a chairman and a secretary to an 
organization made up of the parents of each of the thirteen divi- 
sions, and which organizations were to act with, and supplement 
the work of, the General Committee. 

The general meeting of this committee for the purpose of 
organizing and outlining its work was held in February. The 
plan was to adapt the organization and work of the Social Com- 
mittee of the Laboratory School to this larger school in its larger 
needs. The members showed a keen appreciation of what the 
committee stood for ; i. e., to secure such conditions at home and 
in the school as would accomplish the wholesome and natural 
development of the child and youth both physically and socially. 
The members of this General Committee subsequently called their 
committees together. As a result the Kindergarten Committee 
met and decided to meet every two weeks and conduct regular 
work with the possibility of publishing the results so obtained. 
The chairman asked for the co-operation of the parents in secur- 
ing a more simple style of dress for the girls, and also to give the 
girls more of out-of-door life. 

The First, Third, Fifth, Seventh, and Eighth Division Com- 
mittees all met and held successful meetings. The following sub- 
jects were presented and discussed: "Gardening," "Literature 
for Children," "Reading at Home," "Dramatics," "Coeduca- 
tion," " Social Life of Children," " Cheating in School," " The 
Relation Existing between Boys and Girls," " Athletics," " Fra- 
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ternities," and " A More Simple Social Life." The Fifth Division 
Committee asked that the School give more time to manual 
training. 

The work of the High School committees was largely done 
by the First Year Committee. The committee conducted a series 
of meetings and considered the following subjects : " Athletics," 
" Fraternities," and " Substitutes for Fraternities." As a result 
of these meetings the following recommendations were sent to the 
faculty of the High School : 

1. We urge the building at the earliest possible date of a students' club- 
house and the development of genuine club life. 

Until this is done we ask for the setting apart of several rooms in the 
present building for this purpose, and we offer to assist in fitting them up and 
caring for them properly. 

We urge that this club idea be developed in the spirit of a true democracy, 
with freedom of forming and leaving groups of friends, and under the becom- 
ing supervision of the faculty. 

2. We urge the constitution and development of many clubs of special 
interests — debating, literary, musical, art, dancing, outing, etc. We ask that 
these interests be frequently presented to the students in public assemblies, and 
their social side made attractive. 

We hereby offer to assist in finding money, meeting-places, and chaperones 
to begin and carry on this work. 

3. We offer to conduct many social parties at our houses during the 
season, and so to co-operate that all students may be so reached. We ask the 
authorities to regard this as a part of their interest, to advise with us as to 
the best methods of doing it and of how to make it satisfy social needs of the 
students. 

4. We urge the continuation and development of the afternoon school 
parties and dances. We rejoice in their simplicity and informality. We sug- 
gest the division of their attendance into several groups, so as to throw 
together those of similar ages and interests. 

5. We urge the School not to permit the formation of formal fraternities 
and societies, because the social good they accomplish is bought at too high a 
price in waste of time; in social fixation; in the creation of a spirit of 
exclusiveness and of pride, and the consequent damage to those who are not 
members ; and in the prevention of the freedom of social movement and the 
love of the School as a whole which is the first need of all young people. 

In reply, Dean Owen of the High School said : 
I am sure Dr. Belfield and I appreciate the spirit in which the committee 
has undertaken its work. The faculty voted in its last meeting not to permit 
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further initiation into fraternities. This, I think, will settle this particular 
question. This very act, however, makes it very important that we should do 
something really worth while in caring for the social life of our children. I 
shall try to get something definite to say to you in regard to rooms for social 
purposes. 

I have spoken so far mostly of the past, but I have spoken 
also of our purposes, and they reach forward into the future as 
well as backward into the past. If our hopes and aspirations are 
to be realized, it seems to me that we must give to this work more 
than a passing interest; that we must all co-operate toward a 
common end, and that we must use the means at our disposal in 
the most effective way. 

We, the parents of children in a school so richly endowed as 
this, have a double responsibility. Our responsibility in the first 
instance, and that of the teachers and officials, is to the children 
who attend the School. It is to illumine their path ; to give them 
a better idea of the value of things, and a better idea of the rela- 
tion of things ; to elevate their notions of intellectual attainments ; 
and to demonstrate to them what social life should be — to inspire 
them with the spirit of democracy, and to give them a lasting 
understanding of their own worth in the world. 

Out of this arises our responsibility to the cause of education 
everywhere ; and if we acquit ourselves well, we shall thus blaze 
the way for the introduction of similar aims and ambitions in our 
public schools and make it possible for them more fully to serve 
the end of their being. 

It would be easy to show by, multiplied examples that the real 
and actual work of large organizations must be done by com- 
mittees rather than by the organizations themselves. It would 
also be easy to prove that all these committees in their work 
should realize that same democracy which they so earnestly 
recommend for their children and for the school ; and therefore, 
in concluding this, my report, I recommend for the guidance of 
future committees that full records be kept of all of their pro- 
ceedings, and, so far as may be, of the proceedings of the sub- 
committees, so that material may be at hand for publication when- 
ever deemed best; and I especially recommend an adherence to 
the following principles: 
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i. The committee should be as informal as possible, and to 
that end should hold its meetings at the homes of its several 
members, where the atmosphere of the home will, by its very 
presence, suggest ideas not to be evolved from surroundings more 
formal and severe. 

2. The discussion should involve the conditions, surround- 
ings, characteristics, and tendencies of childhood and youth, and 
should be had with a view to initiating definite action that would 
better them. This distinctly does not mean the discussion of 
individual cases. Personalities should be carefully avoided. The 
committee should never forget that its function is general and not 
personal, and that its duty is not one of a grievance committee. 

3. The committee should bear in mind the need of securing 
for the child a perfect physical development. This would involve 
lectures and discussions for the purpose of understanding the 
physical well-being of the child and the youth, and of securing 
the proper surroundings and conditions for such. At this point, 
among other subjects for discussion, would be that of athletics. 

4. It should also consider at all times and keep in the fore- 
ground the need of proper social activity for the child. It should 
carefully distinguish between proper social activity and mere 
restlessness. The child needs leisure as much as work or social 
life, and this need should not be sacrificed. At the present time 
the restless social life of the child and youth needs serious con- 
sideration. Their training should be such that, in the words of a 
well-known educator, they could pass Sunday creditably to 
themselves ; but, instead of that, their serenity and self-poise are 
being sacrificed. 

5. Do not be discouraged if the discussions reach no result 
for the time being. The atmosphere will be clearing. In the 
end we shall see more clearly, and some good things will 
crystallize. 

And last of all and most important of all, this committee and 
all the committees, if they are to reach the best results of which 
they are capable, must have — and I cannot bring myself to doubt 
they will have — the hearty and sustained co-operation of all the 
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parents, and of all the teachers, and of all the officials, and of the 
Parents' Association as such. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE PARENTS' ASSOCIATION OF THE SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION FOR I9O4-5. 

Mr. Charles A. Heath, 471 Forty-second Street. President 

Mr. Joseph W. Errant, 346 East Fifty-fourth Street.. First Vice-President 

Mr. F. W. Smith, 4725 Grand Boulevard Second Vice-President 

Mr. James H. Tufts, University of Chicago Third Vice-President 

Mrs. Frank Hugh Montgomery, 5548 Woodlawn Avenue Secretary 

Mr. A. V. Booth, Chicago Beach Hotel Treasurer 

Mrs. William Kent, 51 12 Kimbark Avenue. .Chairman of Finance Committee 
Mrs. Wilbur S. Jackman, 5724 Kimbark Avenue. 

Chairman of Home Committee 
Mrs. Warren McArthur, 4852 Kenwood Avenue. 

Chairman of Social Committee 
Mrs. John O'Connor, 5210 Woodlawn Avenue. 

Chairman of Educational Committee 



